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• Celebrate the Eud1arist weekly and tJ1e
prayer offices during the week witJ1 the
fullness of our Lutheran heritage; support
the pastoral office; suppo1t collaborative
discussion; do the work of the church co
d1e glory of God and resist anything thaL
pretends to be a silver bullet; resist defining
worship by instrumental style; resist the
temptation to be exclusively local and
contextual; support the use of me Revised
Common Lectionary; and trust the Holy
Spirit to sustain the church.
Both conferences included outstanding

hymn festivals. At the lectures the music of 
Walter Pelz was featured, with Pelz heroically 
holding fo1th at the organ for the entire service. 
Perhaps mosr affecting was his magnificent 
setting of "All the Earth with Joy Is Sounding," 
which sent into heavenly orbit Stephen Starkc's 
soaring images of the resurrection ('·He, the 

greaLer Jonah bounding/From the grave, 
His three-day bed/Wins the prize:/Death's 
demise-/Songs of Lriumph fill the skies"). The 
hymn festival at the Good Shepherd Institute 
featured a string of typically creative, elegantly 
crafted settings by Kantor Kevin Hildebrand, 
including a joyous processional for trumpet and 
organ prefacing "Rejoice, 0 Pilgrim Throng" in 
which one could vividly see the high-mounted 
festal banner waving and sparkling in the sun. 
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