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Overall, total “punch 
list” work throughout the 
school was roughly 80 per-
cent complete by late July, 
with the rest of the inside 
work slated to be done over 
the next month ahead of 
the formal start of school. 
Early expectations are that 
a temporary certificate of 
occupancy could be issued 
sometime in August, with 
final county inspections 
scheduled for spring 2023 
after the landscaping is 
done.

As he spoke, Slawter 
showed a series of photos 
of the latest work, includ-
ing poured concrete side-
walks at the bus drop-off 
area, newly installed bol-
lards near the entrance, 
cleaned corridors in-
side, and new blue plastic 
swings and slides in the 
playground area. One set 
of photos showed a large 
pile of rubble on the school 
lawn with heavy equip-
ment nearby, which Slaw-
ter said was the remnants 
of the previous paving.

“We did allow the con-
tractor to recycle not only 
the asphalt, but all of the 
concrete on the project, 

and reuse that in some lo-
cations as the sub-base,” 
he said, showing the old 
driveway and sidewalks be-
ing ground into piles of fill 
to go below their replace-
ments — “that material 
was recycled and reused 
as part of the process.”

Committee chairwoman 
Cathy Wesley said she had 
gone on a tour of the build-
ing in mid-July with Slaw-
ter, and was impressed to 
see the school nearly com-
plete.

“Considering the time 
frame in which it was be-
ing done, during COVID, 
it’s just beautiful. I think 
it’s an asset that will be 
strong and be safe for years 
to come,” she said.

North Penn’s school 
board next meets at 7 p.m. 
on Aug. 18 and the facili-
ties and operations com-
mittee next meets at 7 p.m. 
on Aug. 29; for more infor-
mation or meeting agendas 
and materials visit www.
NPenn.org.
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UPPER PROVIDENCE » In the 
midst of the thriving town 
of Oaks, overlooking Route 
422, Uno’s Chicago Grill 
and Wawa food and fuel 
can be found the quaint 
but very active church of 
St. Paul’s Memorial Episco-
pal Church.

This year on September 
18 will be an exciting cele-
bration of 150 years of con-
tinual church services and 
caring for the local commu-
nities. St. Paul’s has a long 
and interesting history that 
has its beginning in 1829 in 
Mill Grove Farmhouse, for-
mer home of John J. Audu-
bon, when Rachel Weth-
erill became concerned 
about the local children’s 
lack of education and spiri-
tual health.

She started holding 
Sunday Bible School in her 

kitchen, teaching the chil-
dren even though she was 
63 years of age. Quickly 
the kitchen became over-
crowded. With the help of 
friends and residents of 
Shannonville (now Audu-
bon) the foundation-
stone for Union Church 
across from Mill Grove 
was placed on September 
13, 1830. While digging 
the foundation, remnants 
of clothing and bones of 

Revolutionary soldiers 
were found. Since this was 
the final resting place for 
these unknown soldiers, 
the church became known 
as Union Church. Services 
began in the summer of 
1832.

Rachel died in 1844, leav-
ing the care and responsi-
bility of Union Church to 
her grandson Samuel Weth-
erill Gumbes. With the help 
of his wife Frances, Samuel 

was a faithful and diligent 
caretaker of Union Church. 
As the number of church 
members increased, and 
the need for a second cha-
pel was realized, Samuel, 
with the help of his mother 
Rebecca Wetherill Gumbes, 
built Oakland Chapel in 
1852. (Oakland Hall and 
chapel stood about where 
Bob Evans restaurant is 
now). About the same time, 
St Paul’s was organized as 

a parish and the first rec-
tor, Rev. George Mintzer, 
was called.

Rebecca Wether i l l 
Gumbes, daughter of Rachel 
and Samuel Wetherill III, 
was a very kind, dedicated 
and generous woman. Al-
though she died in 1869, she 
left property and finances 
for the building of St Paul’s 
Church. The cornerstone 
was laid in 1871. In October 
1872, it was blessed by the 

bishop and services began.
One hundred and fifty 

years later, St Paul’s Memo-
rial Episcopal Church still 
has a vibrant and active con-
gregation caring about its 
members, community, coun-
try and the world. This is just 
a small snippet of the early 
history. To learn more please 
visit www.stpaulsoaks.org or 
www.facebook.com/stpaul-
soaks or www.facebook.com/
oldunionaudubon.

The church is celebrating 
190 years of services in Old 
Union Church, Pawlings 
and Audubon roads, Audu-
bon, and 150 years of ser-
vices in St. Paul’s Church, 
Oaks, with an open house 
Saturday, Sept. 10, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Special ser-
vice will be Sunday, Sept. 11, 
at 9:30 a.m. in Old Union 
Church. The Rev. Dr. Mark 
Jefferson, professor at Vir-
ginia Theological Seminary, 
will be speaker. A service at 
St. Paul’s Church, 126 Black 
Rock Road, Oaks, will be 
Sunday, Sept. 18 at 9:30 a.m.

— Submitted and written 
by Suzanne R. Gross

UPPER PROVIDENCE

Oaks churches celebrate 190 years, 150 years respectively
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HATFIELD » Rev. Nancy M. 
Raabe, pastor of Grace Lu-
theran Church, has been 
named president of the 
Association of Lutheran 
Church Musicians. Her 
term runs through July 31, 
2025.

The ALCM is a service or-
ganization for about 1,900 
musicians, clergy, and oth-
ers who wish to support 
those who lead Christian 
worship in word and song.

Pastor Raabe is a prolific 
composer of piano, organ, 
and choir music for use in 
worship contexts. She is the 
author of six books, and she 
is a frequent speaker at con-

ferences about church mu-
sic. She was the founding 
editor of the ALCM pub-
lication In Tempo. Pastor 
Raabe and her husband 

established and endowed 
the ALCM’s biennial prize 
recognizing outstanding 
achievements in sacred mu-
sic compositions.

Rev Nancy Raabe leads 
weekly in-person worship 
at Grace Lutheran, and she 
leads online worship ser-
vices and devotions several 
times a week as well. She is 
a 2022 Engle Preaching Fel-
low at Princeton Theologi-
cal Seminary.

She completed her stud-
ies at Pomona College, Trin-
ity Lutheran Seminary, and 
Wartburg Theological Sem-
inary. Previously she served 
congregations in Ohio and 
Wisconsin as pastor and 
musician.

HATFIELD

Local pastor named president 
of Lutheran musicians group

Rev. Nancy Raabe
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Two historic 
buildings plan 
open houses

SCREENSHOT OF NPTV VIDEO

Project construction manager Bill Slawter showed photos 
of new playground equipment being installed at Knapp 
Elementary School in Lansdale during the July 25, 2022 
facilities and operations committee meeting.

By MediaNews Group

Send items for Worship 
News to religion@there-
porteronline.com. Address 
questions to Nancy March, 
editor, at nmarch@there-
porteronline.com. Deadline is 
noon Thursday to appear in 
the Saturday Worship News 
and Notes.
St. John’s United Church 
will have one worship ser-
vice at 9:30 a.m. on August 
14 at which time they will 
celebrate traditional pew 
communion for the first time 
since February, 2020. Indi-
vidual prepackaged com-
munion will also be available 
for those who prefer it, 
as is gluten-free bread. In 
addition, Allison Bruen, so-
prano, will sing “Come, Lord, 
Restore Us” by David von 
Kampen. Later the service 
is available on St. John’s 
website, Facebook page and 
YouTube Channel: youtube.
com/stjohnsucclansdale 
pa. The church is at 500 W. 
Main St., Lansdale. All are 
welcome. Call 215-855-
5489 or visit www.st-johns-
ucc.org
St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church, 211 S. Main St., 
North Wales, celebrates 
Sunday, August 14, with a 
Communion service in the 
sanctuary at 10 a.m. Music 
will be by new Music Direc-
tor Sam Tarasenko. The 
service will be live streamed 
for those unable to attend in 
person and can be accessed 
from www.stpetersnorth-
wales.org . Jazz Vespers will 
be in the sanctuary at 6 p.m. 
that evening.The Thrift Shop 
is closed for the summer 
and will reopen on Septem-
ber 10. Donations can be 
dropped off each Tuesday in 
August from 9-11 a.m.
Gwynedd Square Presby-
terian Church PC(USA), 
837 Sumneytown Pike, 
Lansdale: Please join us live 
in our sanctuary or for our 
live online services via Zoom 
with an internet-enabled 
device or by telephone. 
Sunday Worship is at 10 a.m. 
and Early Worship is at 8:30 

a.m. For web links or dial in 
numbers, please visit www.
gwyneddsquare.org. Weekly 
Bible Study and Adult 
Forum will take a break for 
the summer, resuming in 
September with specific 
dates to be determined. For 
web links or dial in numbers 
for activities, please send 
an email to office@gwyn-
eddsquare.org or call the 
church office at 215-699-
9159.
The Church of the Holy 
Spirit of Harleysville 
(Episcopal), 2871 Barndt 
Road at the corner of 
Sumneytown Pike, Upper 
Salford, is following summer 
service hours. Holy Com-
munion services will be held 
in-person at 8 and 9:30 
a.m. on Sundays through 
Labor Day. Services are led 
by the Rev. Kathy Andonian, 
Rector, assisted by staff, 
parish and choir members. 
For more information, call 
215-234-8020 or visit the 
church webpage, www.
churchoftheholyspirit.net.
Grace Lutheran Church, 
40 N. Main St., Hatfield, 
with Pastor Nancy M. 
Raabe continues its sum-
mer worship schedule at 
9:15 a.m. on Sundays, with 
coffee hour following on 
the veranda overlooking 
Broad St. Services are also 
streamed live; find the link 
each week under “Online 
Worship” at graceluthera-
nhatfield.org, and watch 
Pastor Raabe’s sermon 
trailers posted Wednes-
day of each week on the 
church’s Facebook page.
Montco Bible Fellowship, 
160 E. Main St., Lansdale, 
offers virtual services 
(accessed via website) as 
well as in-person services 
each Sunday. Adult Sunday 
School begins at 9:30 a.m. 
and worship services at 10 
a.m. Virtual Bible Study is 
7:20 p.m. Wednedays. Call 
215-855-0899 for the Bible 
Study Zoom link. Following 
CDC guidelines for indoor 
settings. www.montcobf.
org.
Indian Creek Mennonite 

Church, 647 Harleysville 
Pike, Telford, will conduct 
services as follows: Sunday 
School, 9 a.m.; Worship 
Service, 10:15 a.m.; Sunday 
evening 7:30 p.m. Preaching 
Service; Wednesday evening 
7:30 p.m. Prayer Meeting 
and Bible Study. Questions? 
Call Kevin Moyer (215) 721-
9127.
Gwynedd Square Presby-
terian Church is pleased 
to report that the Women’s 
Bible Study known as the 
DIVAS (Divinely Inspired Vic-
toriously Affirming Studies) 
will continue in-person ses-
sions. At each meeting, we 
discuss chapters in a book 
entitled “Unveiling Mary 
Magdalene” by Liz Curtis 
Higgs. Chapters 8 & 13 will 
be the subject at the next 
meeting. The group meets 
the third Monday of each 
month at Pizza Time Saloon 
(1900 West Point Pike, 
West Point, PA.) at 7 p.m. All 
women are welcome to join 
us on Monday, August 15.
Gwynedd Square Presby-
terian Church will continue 
the Hiking Ministry for 2022 
on Saturday, August 26. 
Hiking Ministry will continue 
each month on the fourth 
Saturday of the month 
through October. The group 
meets at the church at 8:30 
a.m. and returns by 11. Hikes 
are about 4 miles in length 
with a short devotional time 
at the halfway point. Dif-
ferent trails are taken each 
month which are no more 
than 30 minutes from the 
church. The hike is open to 
anyone who would like to 
join to get some exercise, 
fresh air, companionship, 
and get closer to God and 
His creation. This month’s 
hike location has not been 
determined. Hikers can meet 
at the church at 8:30 a.m. 
The paths are either paved 
or crushed gravel, no dirt 
trail and in open environ-
ment with some shade. For 
more information, please 
call the church office at 
215-699-9159 or call/text 
Jeff Varner at 267-342-
3095.
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EPISCOPAL

Church of the Messiah
1001 Dekalb Pike,

Lower Gwynedd, PA 19002
215-699-9204

office@messiahgwynedd.org
www.messiahgwynedd.org

Sundays Holy Eucharist at 8 am & 9:30 am
Nursery Care & Church School begin @ 9:15

(Children join services @ Communion)
Refreshments follow both Services

Wednesday Rector’s Study at 11 am & 7 pm

For information about this directory call 215-648-1140 or hpolak@adtaxi.com
Deadlines: Wednesday at 4 p.m.

300 North Broad Street, Lansdale, PA 19446
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Chris Kurien

Ph: (215) 855-8364
ww org

1000 West Main Street, Lansdale l 215.368.1710
TrinityLansdale.com

WORSHIP
Saturdays - 5:30 pm

Sundays - 9:00 & 10:30 am

ONE Service on January 28 - 9:30 am

Community Meal - Wednesdays 5-6 pm
Code Blue, MOPs, Youth Groups, Book Clubs

Radio Broadcast WNPV 1440 AM - Sundays at 11 am

Children’s Liturgy of the Word at 9:30 AM
Mass October - April

Saint Maria Goretti Church
1601 Derstine Road, Hatfield, PA 19440

Phone 215-721-0199
www,stmariagoretti.com

facebook.com/SaintMariaGorettiCatholicChurchHatfield

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 PM
Sunday Mass: 7:30 AM, *9:30 AM, *11:30 AM

2:30 PM (Veitnamese)

Monday-Saturday Mass: 8:30 AM
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 PM-4:30 PM

Children Ministry, Jr & Sr High Youth Groups
Small Groups, College & Career

MOPS & Active Senior Adults Group

Lansdale Presbyterian Church

450 Oak Park Rd.
Hatfield, PA 19440
Ph: (215) 368-1119

www.lansdalepres.org

Sunday School for all ages 9:15 am
Worship Service 10:30 am
Nursery Care is available

Welcome

1000 West Main Street, Lansdale l 215.368.1710
TrinityLansdale.com

WORSHIP
Saturdays - 5:30 pm

Sundays - 9:00 & 10:30 am
Wednesday Worship - Noon & 7:30 pm

Code Blue, MOPs, Youth Groups, Book Clubs
Radio Broadcast WNPV 1440 AM - Sundays at 11 am

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Welcome

Children Ministry, Jr & Sr High Youth Groups
Small Groups, College & Career

MOPS & Active Senior Adults Group

Lansdale Presbyterian Church

450 Oak Park Rd.
Hatfield, PA 19440
Ph: (215) 368-1119

www.lansdalepres.org

Sunday School for all ages 9:15 am
Worship Service 10:30 am
Nursery Care is available

1000 West Main Street, Lansdale l 215.368.1710
TrinityLansdale.com

Worship -
Saturdays - 5:30 pm

Sundays - 9:00 & 10:30 am

Community Meal - Wednesdays 5-6 pm
Book Clubs, MOPs, Veterans,

Youth Groups, Mission Trips, Senior Group
Radio Broadcast WNPV 1440 AM - Sundays at 11 am

300 North Broad Street, Lansdale, PA 19446
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Chris Kurien

Ph: (215) 855-8364
ww rg
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Welcome

Children Ministry, Jr & Sr High Youth Groups
Small Groups, College & Career

MOPS & Active Senior Adults Group

Lansdale Presbyterian Church

450 Oak Park Rd.
Hatfield, PA 19440
Ph: (215) 368-1119

www.lansdalepres.org

Sunday School for all ages 9:15 am
Worship Service 10:30 am
Nursery Care is available
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Worship Schedule

Join us online at our website
www.lansdaleumc.org each Sunday morning.

Announcements and Music at 8:45 a.m.
Worship at 9:00 a.m.

Gwynedd Square Presbyterian,
PC(USA)

837 Sumneytown Pike,
Lansdale, PA 19446

215-699-9159
office@gwyneddsquare.org
SundayWorship 10:00 am
Sunday School at 9:00 am

Youth Fellowship Sundays at 7:00 pm
“Growing Spiritually through Service”
For details and program information
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1000 West Main Street, Lansdale

INDOOR WORSHIP
Sat. 5:30 pm, Sun., 8:30/10:45 am

LIVESTREAM: Sundays, 8:30 am
Facebook, YouTube, trinitylansdale.com

RADIO: 97.1 FM - Sundays,11 am
FEAST COMMUNITY MEAL
Every Monday, 5:00-6:00 pm

trinitylansdale.com
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